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November 14, 2002

Dear Commissioners and Citizens of Grand Rapids,

It is with great pleasure that I present this new Master Plan for the City of Grand Rapids. The Plan will be
used as a general guide for the future development of land within the city for many years to come.

The Plan is the product of extensive community participation over the last two years. Never before has the
City of Grand Rapids had such an inclusive and participatory process to guide its decision-making. The
contributions of every citizen that participated in Plan Grand Rapids can be seen in the following pages. A
special thank you is extended to the Master Plan Committee, a group of 31 citizens who volunteered their
time to guide the planning process, for their diligence and hard work.

Contained within are visions of great neighborhoods, vital business districts, a strong economy, balanced
transportation, a city that enriches our lives and is in balance with nature, and partnerships that will help us
reach our desired goals. Grand Rapids will be a community of choice for all people, our businesses will be
successful and our streets walkable, bikeable and transit-oriented. I hope that you read this Plan with great
enthusiasm and find that it speaks to the issues you’ve told us were most critical.

Respectfully submitted,

City Planning Commission
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